
 

 

  

 
 

San Diego Roddin,’ Pontiac Style 

 
Members of the Valley of the 

Sun Pontiac Club cruised to San 
Diego last month to hang with 
Pontiackers in the San Diego 
Club/Southern California POCI 
chapter for the annual Cops and 
Rodders classic car show, held in 
the beautiful North Embarcadero 

by Sea Port Village, the show was also sponsored by the San Diego Police 
Museum. Members from our club helped us to collect the Best 
Participation Award at the show! See more details on the trip in club 
president Paul Albinger’s message below. 
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Next club meeting is Oct.  15 at Rudy’s Country Store/BBQ 

(top) Valley of the Sun Pontiac 

Club cars lined up on the hill 

showing off the San Diego skyline; 

Ron and Tracy Brown’s 1971 

Firebird restomod (right); Scott 

Moore and Tim Blattner show off 

our Club Participation Award 
(left). 

 



 

President’s Message 
 
Hello Pontiac fans and club members: 
 
I would like to begin by again thanking all of our members who have 

worked hard through the summer months on the effort to improve our BOPC car show, 
leading cruise ins and events for our members, and work to re-establish our vendor spot at 
Good Guys, giving our membership the availability to buy / sell their parts.  

 
If I missed something, I apologize and please bring it up at the October 15 meeting so we 

can recognize the contributions made to the club. CONGRATULATIONS AND THANK 
YOU!!! 

 
I am going to report on the club’s San Diego adventure going to the Cops & Rodder’s 

Show sponsored by the San Diego POCI Club. The group was led and organized by Tom 
Knecht. Thank you, Tom for putting it all together. Attending were Tom Knecht, Sam 
Hudson, Ron & Tracy Brown, Tim & Keri Blattner, Scott Moore, Alan Zangle along with 
his friend Tiffany, Owen Zangle, Marc Shutro, Mary Sundberg & her sister Dodi Messer, 

Eric Hankins, Skip and Peggy Beck, Mike 
Naegli, Sean Fowler, and Paul & Barb 
Albinger. 

 
The gang’s all here: Club members enjoy dinner in 

San Diego. 

 
Our group arrived on Friday afternoon 

September 26th. About 30 miles out at a gas 
stop in Alpine, we had our first mechanical 
issue. Scott’s alternator & starter on his Trans 
Am went out. A parts search started without 
success. Ron Brown towed his car out so he 
unloaded his trailer at the hotel in San Diego 
and went back to trailer Scott’s car in.  

Unable to find parts locally, club member 
Sean Fowler was contacted in Tempe, and he 
went to Tim’s shop, picked up the parts and 
set out to fly out with them. Due to the floods 
and severe weather, however, flights were not 
available. So, the next morning he drove 
them out to San Diego and met up with us in 

the afternoon, where repairs were made and 
Scott was back on the road 

 
Meanwhile, our San Diego POCI hosts met up with us. We mustered with their members 

at JBA Speed Shop and left for an awesome cruise north on back roads to Carlsbad and 
Escondido. In Carlsbad, we went to the Miniature Engineering Craftsmanship Museum. 
What an awesome venue. Miniature working models constructed by engineers for motors, 
cars, toys, dolls and doll furniture, steam engines. TOTALLY AMAZING. The museum is 



located on property formerly owned by the legendary skater boarder Tony Hawk, where he 
had his dragstrip, skate board track, and other venues which were all near his home.  

 
We then drove to the Deer Park Winery and Museum in Escondido where the San Diego 

Club had a BBQ vendor cooking up some awesome BBQ. We then toured the Museum 
which featured among other things, reportedly the largest collection of convertible 
automobiles in the world. Most were from the early years of autos to the 1960’s. A huge 
collection. My favorites were the Packards. There was also a nice ’53 Pontiac. After our 
venture with the members of the San Diego Club, we headed back to the hotel. 

 
Almost simultaneously, Sean showed up driving over from AZ, and the tools came out. 

Tim and Sean made the repairs on Scott’s car, while minor repairs were done to Ron and 
Chip’s cars. The weather was so nice that we decided to order pizza around the cars and the 
parking lot and created our own car show for the hotel guests who drooled all over them! 

 
Early Sunday morning, we headed out to the most beautiful location on the North 

Embarcadero by Sea Port Village. We got the cars parked and detailed out. The show had 
close to 200 cars and the day started overcast and ended up sunny and bright. This was my 
4th show here and you just can’t beat it.  

Following the show, most went out on another cruise on roads hugging the ocean on a 
sunny 75-degree afternoon. We ended the day sitting around the cars in the parking lot until 
it was time to get some sleep. 

 
Monday morning arrived. Some had to leave early, and others later. Most left around 

8:30 AM. Everyone made it back to the Valley by early afternoon. All in all, I would 
encourage members who have not made this trip to seriously consider it. There are a lot of 
other things to see and do in the area as well. Thanks again Tom, for coordinating the trip.  

Finally, I will be getting out announcements regarding the Club Affiliated Events with the 

coordinators in charge out to all of you. If there are RSVPs required, I will send out 
additional notices. Our club’s co-secretaries will handle the publishing of both the Club 
Affiliated and Non-Affiliated events throughout the year. In this manner we will not 
inundate you with too many emails and keep things fluid. 

Paul 

Paul Albinger, Jr. 
 
 

 

Join us for our next club meeting!! 
The meeting is being held Wednesday, Oct. 15, at Rudy’s, starting with dinner at 5:30 

pm, and the meeting at 7 pm. The address is Rudy’s Country Store and BBQ, 15257 N. 

Northsight Blvd., Scottsdale. 

 



 



Club Member Profiles 
 

Gregg Nole: 1966 Pontiac Grand Prix 
 

My name is Gregg Nole and I bought a 1966 Pontiac Grand Prix in the late summer of 

2024. I currently live on the west side of Phoenix in the Waddell area.   

My wife Linda 

and I joined the 

Valley of the Sun 

Pontiac Club later 

that year and have 

been enjoying all 

the benefits of the 

Club, the members 

and various 

activities.  

I had been 

looking for a GP 

for a while since I had a ’62 GP in my youth and it 

always brought fond memories. So I thought I’d try 

another one. I found this car on Hagerty, listed for sale 

by a dealer in Florida. After much negotiation, we finally 

struck a deal for the car and transportation to AZ that my 

little budget could handle.  

I immediately started working on it to assure it was 

road worthy: all new fluids and filters, brakes, tires, 

shocks, repaired some leaks, cleaned up the interior and a 

variety of smaller tasks. The car came from the factory 

with the typical 389 ci-4 barrel, but someone along the 

way replaced that with a 421 Tri-Power V8. I knew with 

my limited budget is was never going to be ‘Concours’ type car, but it’s a great ‘driver’ 

and I’m really enjoying it. 

It has been a lot of fun getting to know many of the club members; everyone has been 

very welcoming, and there’s a wealth of knowledge and abilities they have and are 

always happy to share.  

 

Pontiac Stats:  

• 36,757 Pontiac Grand Prix models were built in 1966; 917 ordered with 
manual transmissions. 

• Options: 421-inch V8 (three available with horsepower ratings of 338, 356 
or 376 hp. 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



October Events! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 



 

Don’t miss a club activity! 
Here is what we have on the Valley of the Sun Pontiacs schedule for the rest of 
2025 and a bit into 2026. More to come! Always check our website 
(www.valleysunpontiacs.com) and our Facebook page for updates. 

 
 

Club meeting dates (third Wednesday of the month, dinner at 5:30 pm; meeting starts at 

7:00 pm). Rudy’s Country Store and Barbeque, 15257 N. Northsight Blvd., Scottsdale 
 
Sept. 17, Oct. 15, Nov. 19, Dec. 17, Jan. 21, Feb. 18, March 18, April 15, May 20 
 

The Weekly Car Shows  
Every Saturday Night Car Show: Mixteca (67th Avenue and Bell) and Cold Beer and 
Cheeseburgers (Pima Crossing, Highway 101 and Shea) 
 
 

Other VSP-affiliated events planned this year 
Oct. 4: Cave Creek Car Show 
Oct. 12: Classic Car Show at the Sun Lakes Country Club (see flyer above) 
Oct. 15: VSP Chapter Meeting, Rudy’s Country Store and BBQ 
Oct. 18: Adopt-A-Highway – Fall Cleanup on the Apache Trail  
Oct. 19: Solera Car Show, Chandler (see flyer above) 
Nov. 8: Car Clinic at Frank Gostyla’s 
Nov. 9: All Pontiac and GMC Truck 
Show (Arizona Chapter 

show/Tucson) (see flyer above) 
Nov. 15: Covenant Southwest 
Regional Car Show (Ocotillo-see flyer) 
Nov. 21-23: Good Guys SW Nationals 
(Scottsdale) 
 
2026 
Jan. 1: New Years Day Cruise (route 
TBA) 
Jan. 3: 53rd annual Fiesta Bowl 
Parade event  
Feb 7: Club Party, Blessed Sacrament Church, Scottsdale 
March 6-8: Midnight at the Oasis, Yuma 
March 13-16: Good Guys SW Nationals, Westworld 
March 22: 27th Annual Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac+GMC Car Show, EVIT Campus, 
Mesa. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.valleysunpontiacs.com/


Officers and Board of Directors, 2025-26 
President: Paul Albinger Vice-President: Mark Neumann 

Secretary: Owen Zangle and Robbie LaMacchia 

Treasurer: Mike Fleury 

 

Board of Directors: Bruce Almond, Frank Gostyla, Valerie 

Johnson, Tom Knecht, Dave Koenig, Tom Locke, Larry McCown, 

Tom Mohr, Mary Sundberg 

 

Webmaster: Scott Svenheim  www.valleysunpontiacs.com 

Pontiacs of the Valley newsletter editor: Mark Neumann 

Facebook: Valley of the Sun Pontiacs 
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